
 

🎨 Photopea – Watercolour Sketches  
  

1. Export Sketchup white model view with the following settings:  
● Shadows turned ON  
● Pencil line style  
● Hide any vegetation or fine detail  

  
2. Open Photopea and go to File > Open and select your image. 

Then, crop the image using the Crop Tool (C) 
 

3.  Using the Magic Wand (W) select the white areas of the image. 
❗ Make sure Contiguous is unchecked.  

 
Delete the white and create a New Colour Layer by creating a new 
adjustment layer and selecting Colour Fill. Then, choose White 
and press Okay. 

 
4. Now, repeat step 3 and select the shadows. Cut and paste (Ctrl + 

X, Ctrl + V) to paste the shadows in a new layer.  
 
Change the Blend Mode to Multiply for both the lines and shadow 
layers.  
 
⭐This is a good step to rename your layers, lock them all and 
Save your file. 

 
5. Now you can start painting. Select the Brush Tool (B) and select 

the RoundNoisyMarker. Set the Opacity to 40-50%  
 

6. Build up the layers where the shadows are to increase the intensity of the colour.  
 

7. Adding textures through an image online or creating your own with 
https://architextures.org/create You just want to re-size, distort or warp and add a Layer 
Mask to remove any parts you don’t need from the image. 
 

 
  

https://architextures.org/create


 

🌳 Adding Plants 
 

8. To add plants, you ideally need .png images that have a transparent background. I 
usually Google for ‘xyz tree png’. You can copy and paste the image or save and go to 
File > Open & Place to add the image. 

 
9. In order to remove white backgrounds from some images, you just need to repeat step 3 

for each image. Next, you can resize using the Move Tool (V) with Transform Controls 
on. 
 
 
Feel free to adjust the image to suit the illustration better. You can reduce the opacity or 
change the Hue, Saturation + Lightness by doing Ctrl + U. This will only affect the 
selected layer. 
 
Commands to know: 
Deselect Selection (Ctrl + D) 
Increase / Decrease Brush Size [ / ] 
Duplicate Layer (Alt + Drag) 
Resizing with proportion Hold Ctrl 
Undo (Ctrl + Z) 
Draw Straight Line Hold Shift 

 
10. To delete parts of a plant or tree which would be hidden by 

something in the foreground, you can select the area to delete 
using any of the selection tools. The Polygonal Lasso Tool 
(L) is great for walls and straight selections. Select the area 
and delete. 

 
😎 Adding the Sky & Finishing Touches 
 

11. Find a nice sky image on Google - I searched for ‘watercolour sky’ to get a sketchy style. 
Save this image and go to File > Open & Place and resize then move the layer on top of 
your Colour Fill. Change the blend mode to Multiply. 
 
Then, using the Eraser (E) start erasing the part of the sky that overlaps the building. 
You may want to opt for a soft brush to avoid harsh lines. Go to the Brush Settings and 
change the Hardness to 0% 

 
12. To reduce the intensity of any surrounding objects you can apply a blind. Create a New 

Layer, select the Paint Bucket Tool (G) and, having selected the White colour, click 
once to fill. Make sure this layer is at the top.  
Reduce the Opacity to 30% or lower and start erasing the middle portion of your image. 

 
13.  Now you can play with the colour settings by going to New Adjustment Layer and 

selecting Brightness, Contrast, Saturation etc. to adjust the colour slightly. 


